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! Karl Marx

2 Friedrich Engels

3 The Communist Manifesto
4 Das Kapital.
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! Frankfurt School
2 Michel Foucault
3 Jacques Derrida
4 Antonio Gramsci
5 Stuart Hall

¢ Ernesto Laclau

7 Chantal Mouffe
& Slavoj Zizek
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I Max Horkheimer
2 Walter Benjamin
3 Theodor Adorno

4 Herbert Marcuse

5 Erich Fromm
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Butler, Judith, Laclau, Ernesto and Zizek, Slavoj (2000) Contingency, Hegemony,
Universality, London: Verso. This is a collection of intriguing polemical
exchanges between three major philosophical gures — Judith Butler, Ernesto
Laclau and Slavoj Zizek — who represent important, and contrasting,
intellectual traditions.

Derrida, Jacques (1994) Specters of Marx: The State of the Debt, the Work of
Mourning, and the New International, trans. Peggy Kamuf, London:
Routledge. A crucial text by Derrida that revives the work of Marx and
which, through a series of encounters with Shakespeare’s Hamlet, develops
an inspired deconstructive critique of the modern condition.

Horkheimer, Max and Adorno, Theodor W. (2002) Dialectic of Enlightenment,
Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press. This is a major text by two key
figures of the Frankfurt School. Among its highlights it introduces the reader
to their highly influential ‘culture industry thesis’.

Laclau, Ernesto and Mouffe, Chantal (1987) Hegemony and Socialist Strategy:
Towards a Radical Democratic Politics, London: Verso. A difficult but
rewarding work that reformulates the Marxist problematic in the context of a
new emphasis on discourse and a thoroughgoing critique of essentialism. The
recent edition also boasts a new preface that helps to clarify the authors’

5 political perspective. 5

Zizek, Slavoj and Daly, Glyn (2004) Conversations with ZiZzek. Cambridge: Polity
Press. A wide-ranging text that introduces the reader to some from one of the
most influential thinkers of our age.
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This chapter, Marxist literary theory, is composed of four major parts. The first
section is a survey on Karl Marx’s ideas. After analyzing Marx’s ideas in great
details, he pays attention to Frankfort school. Frankfurt School which was founded
in 1923, was organized formally as the Institute for Social Research at the
University of Frankfurt. This school was essentially a Marxist think-tank that
comprised some of the most influential thinkers of the time. Later, the author goes to
post-Marxism, discourse theory, and the thought of the Italian Marxist Antonio
Gramsci. Gramsci’s ideas mark a crucial break with the former. For Gramsci
modern society is not a closed totality organized around a fixed center of capitalist
rationality. At the end of the chapter, he presents the influential Slovenian
philosopher, Slavoj Zizek’s thoughts. Zizek has developed a compelling perspective
that, in a certain sense, represents a return to Marx.
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